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NOMINATE A HISTORY CHAMPION: ENTRIES OPEN  
FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA’S 2024 HISTORIAN AWARDS 

 

If you know a South Australian who’s passionate about preserving and celebrating the state’s history, you’re urged 
to nominate them for the prestigious 2024 Historian Awards. 

Launched in 2012, the annual awards are run by the History Council of South Australia and recognise the outstanding 
achievements of individuals and groups making a major contribution to the field of history in South Australia. 

History Council of South Australia president Matthew Fitzpatrick says the awards are open to anyone who’s 
passionate about preserving or strengthening the profile of South Australian history – either at a local, state or 
national level. 

“We know there are so many quiet achievers out there, right across the state, plugging away at history projects that 
play a vital role in preserving the story of South Australia for future generations,” Prof Fitzpatrick says.  

“Achievements might include raising awareness about a topic of local importance, history teaching, research or 
scholarship, sharing our history through digital technology or simply strengthening the profile of history generally.” 

Nominations are sought for six categories: Historian of the Year; Emerging Historian; Life-long Historian; Digital 
Technologies Award; Contribution to Regional or Community History (individual or group); and Oral History 
Excellence (open to individuals/groups utilising first-person interviews). 

Last year’s Historian of the Year was Stephen Oppes, whose play Of Auburn combines theatre, poetry, personal 
testimony, live music and audio-visual technology to tell the stories of volunteer nurses in World War One.  

Other awards were presented to history champions celebrating everything from Mount Gambier’s history through a 
library podcast, through to the agricultural industries and the Vickers Vimy aircraft at Adelaide Airport. 

Every year in conjunction with the awards, the History Council of South Australia also administers the Wakefield 
Press Essay Prize in partnership with Adelaide publisher Wakefield Press.  

‘We’re proud to be part of these prestigious awards,’ says Wakefield Press publisher Michael Bollen. ‘Each year the 
winners and their projects show us how history travels and is remade by so many different means.’  

The History Council of South Australia is the peak body in South Australia, providing a representative voice on 
historical issues, celebrating and raising the profile of history in the state. 

Nominations for the 2024 Historian Awards close on 5 April 2024, with the winners announced at the History Trust of 
South Australia’s 2024 History Festival finale. Winners each receive a $300 book voucher from Wakefield Press. For 
further details and information about past winners, visit https://historycouncilsa.org.au/hcsa-historian-awards/.  

Short videos of the 2023 winners can be viewed here: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD562k9pc28G6khGAAqpugfQ1pwj9mJuV 
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