> Wakefield Press
INVITATION

Wakefield Press have great pleasure inviting you to the launch of

Too Much Cabbage and Jesus Christ

Australia’s ‘Mission Girl’ Annie Lock
BY CATHERINE BISHOP

Saturday 4 June, 3.30 pm to 5.00 pm
Woakefield Press, 16 Rose Street, Mile End

Please RSVP by Monday 30 May to maddy@wakefieldpress.com.au
€

Many thanks to Coriole for supporting this event CORIOLE
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Who was responsible for the 1928 Coniston Massacre in Central Australia where a police party killed 100
Aboriginal people? Not those who pulled the trigger, according to the Enquiry. Instead it was ‘a woman
missionary living amongst naked blacks’. This was Annie Lock, the ‘whistle-blower’ who caused the Enquiry.

She believed Aboriginal lives mattered, with controversial results. This biography dives into massacres, stolen
generations and the thorny problem of Aboriginal missions.

A faith missionary, Annie Lock fought with Daisy Bates, met the Duke of Gloucester and inspired R.M.
Williams. She was shipwrecked in a pearling lugger, drove a buggy 200 miles across desert to escape drought,
produced Christmas puddings in 40-degree heat, nursed sore-ridden children, hit headlines for supposedly
being ‘Happy to Marry a Black’, and pronounced on Aboriginal culture and policy with erratic spelling but
genuine conviction.

More problematically, she ‘saved’ souls, ‘rescued’ children, eroded culture and condoned Aboriginal men
beating their wives.

A strident and divisive figure, Annie Lock was appealingly eccentric but horrifyingly complicit in Australia’s
worst policies. Indigenous people variously called her ‘lovely’ and the provider of ‘too much cabbage and
Jesus Christ’.



